The Holy Eucharist: Rite 11

February 2, 2025 — The Presentation of our Lord
10:00 am

St. James Episcopal Church, Woodstock, Vermont

Prelude: Offertory for the Feast of the Purification - Alexandre Guilmant
Dr. James E. Lorenz, Director of Music

Hymn 259 Hail to the Lord Who Comes (Old 120™)

1. Hail to the Lord who comes, 3. There Joseph at her side
comes to his temple gate; in reverent wonder stands;
not with his angel host, and, filled with holy joy,
not in his kingly state; old Simeon in his hands
no shouts proclaim him nigh, takes up the promised child,
no crowds his coming wait; the glory of all lands.

2. but, borne upon the throne 4. O Light of all the earth,
of Mary's gentle breast, thy children wait for thee!
watched by her duteous love, Come to thy temples here,
in her fond arms at rest, that we, from sin set free,
thus to his Father's house before thy Father's face

he comes, the heavenly guest. may all presented be!

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis (5280, The Hymnal 1982)

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.



Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this
day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

People  Amen.
First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4

Thus says the Lord, See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of



Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in
former years.

Psalm 84 (BCP, page 707)

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2  The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6  They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8  Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

9  For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;

11  No good thing will the LORD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.

12 O LorbD of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!



Second Lesson: Hebrews 2:14-18

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is,
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For
it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement
for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able
to help those who are being tested.

Sequence Hymn 257 O Zion, Open Wide Thy Gates (Edmonton)

1. O Zion, open wide thy gates, and Anna welcomes Israel's hope,
let symbols disappear; with holy rapture fired.
a priest and victim, both in one,
the Truth himself, is here. 4. But silent knelt the mother blest
of the yet silent Word,
2. Aware of hidden deity, and pondering all things in her heart,
the lowly Virgin brings with speechless praise adored.
her newborn babe, with two young
doves, 5. All glory to the Father be,
her humble offerings. all glory to the Son,
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
3. The aged Simeon sees at last while endless ages run.

his Lord, so long desired,
The Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of
Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of
the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord™), and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had



seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law,
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too."

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of
a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Amy Spagna
The Nicene Creed (BCP, page 358)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,



of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form Il (BCP, page 385)

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either
silently or aloud.

| ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Shannon; for
this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.

Silence

| ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all
people.

Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

| ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.



Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence

| ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.
Pray that they may find and be found by God.
Silence

| ask your prayers for the departed [especially ],
Pray for those who have died.
Silence

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present

| ask your prayers for

| ask your thanksgiving for

Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored [especially
whom we remember today].
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Confession of Sin (BCP, page 360)

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,



have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn 278 Sing We of the Blessed Mother (Rustington)

1. Sing we of the blesséd Mother 3. Sing again the joys of Mary

who received the angel's word, when she saw the risen Lord,

and obedient to his summons and in prayer with Christ's apostles,
bore in love the infant Lord; waited on his promised word:

sing we of the joys of Mary from on high the blazing glory

at whose breast that child was fed of the Spirit's presence came,

who is Son of God eternal heavenly breath of God's own being,
and the everlasting Bread. manifest in wind and flame.

2. Sing we, too, of Mary's sorrows, 4. Sing the chiefest joy of Mary

of the sword that pierced her through, when on earth her work was done,
when beneath the cross of Jesus and the Lord of all creation

she his weight of suffering knew, brought her to his heavenly home:
looked upon her Son and Savior where, raised high with saints and
reigning from the awful tree, angels,

saw the price of our redemption in Jerusalem above,

paid to set the sinner free. she beholds her Son and Savior

reigning as the Lord of love.
The Doxology: Hymn 380, vs. 3 (Old 100™)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, page 367
The People remain standing. The Celebrant sings or says

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus (S125, The Hymnal 1982)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei (5163, The Hymnal 1982)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

The Invitation to Holy Communion
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Those unable to receive communion in person today are invited to say the following
Prayer of Spiritual Communion.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own
parish and those worshiping there, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life,
death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.

And particularly for the blessings given me.... | believe that you are truly present in the
Holy Sacrament, and, since | cannot at this time receive communion, | pray you to come
into my heart. | unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and
my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your
grace, | come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen,

(SOURCE: https://news.forwardmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spiritual-
Communion.pdf)



Postcommunion Prayer (BCP, page 366)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people

Hymn 436 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (Truro)

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; from earthly use for heaven's employ,
behold, the King of glory waits! adorned with prayer and love and joy.
The King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here. 4. Redeemer, come! | open wide
my heart to thee: here, Lord, abide!
2. O blest the land, the city blest, Let me thy inner presence feel:
where Christ the ruler is confessed! thy grace and love in me reveal.
O happy hearts and happy homes
to whom this King of triumph comes! 5. So come, my Sovereign; enter in!
Let new and nobler life begin;
3. Fling wide the portals of your heart; thy Holy Spirit guide us on,
make it a temple, set apart until the glorious crown be won.

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.



Postlude: Magnificat IV - Marcel Dupré
Dr. James E. Lorenz, Director of Music
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